ICEVI parents’ column 

In 2009 we, in Holland and Europe, also celebrate 200 years Braille. As a parent of a visual impaired child, I always see myself a ambassador of the right to read and to learn, and get information in the form you can read. Since 2000 I’m a member of the counsel for special (adapted) books. This means all kinds of books and information. Just to relaxing books, or to study book

On January the 4th is the official opening in Paris. I can’t go there  because I have to take care of my visual impaired child during the Christmas holidays. She now is 19 years old, but she have to go to a study project from school and I have to bring here. Well on the January the 10th we have in Holland the official opening and I am there. 

It’s important that we as parents always stay alert for our children. Even when they are so old as mine. Because the most roles of the government are develop by people how do not know anything about visual impairment. On this moment we have in Holland free school books for children from highschool, but the parents from children with visual impairment, still have to pay for the special books. So we write the government and tell them that there is a law, that says equal rights for everyone. So telling them again what they have to develop, and always keep attending for our children. But that keeps us form the streets. (sorry but to holdon you need some humour now and then)

Because off that we give presentations of ca. 2 hours. to let people of the governments , caring organisations, etc.  the experience, feel, how it is to have a visual impairment, and what to do about that. Well we let them just simple drink there coffee and eating some apple cake. 

What we tell is that a lot of things are possible, that we are bounding the strength together, as parents, would like to be a equal partner in this, the emotional thing and the rational thing bounding together and then we can do it. Let them standing on a podium or in the news papers, knowing that we did it together, give you as a parent the power to hold on. 

Always we have to believe in the possibilities of our own child. Cannot……..you have hear it before. In Holland we have a very great mom, here name is Dorine in het Veld. She and her (blind) Tim are very great. She is the one who is getting the mathematics on the agenda, in Holland and Europe. See here website (www.dvlop.nl)

Or mail her. She can help you if it’s only just to talk about the problem, and maybe she know a way to handle it.

How can people know who aren’t blind themself, say about people who are blind. This is not possible. How can they know it’s good or bad, it’s nice or boring, possible or not impossible for a blind student. These people, don’t let the child try or discover if they can do it or want it. They decide for that child, talking about that child, not with him or her to find a way how to do it. 

This people see only the handicap, and because of that, not the child with all its potentials. That makes that the limitation is already there and that makes that the child can not have a very good self confidence and or self respect, can develop. 
The good news is:  let us tell you that one person, who sees the child  with all his possibilities and give him/her a chance to develop his opportunities, and his preference can be a world of difference. 

The most hard part of upbringing, education, maybe is to stay open for the possibilities,  from your child en to make a dream how that is possible.  Realizing if you can dream it you can do it ( WD)

Mostly it’s a matter of searching what the child likes, and if it fails, then you cannot say to yourself, we did have tried it. 

In Holland we say it always a very long way to Rome , but as ambassador of Braille and the possibilities of that, I always say, please mother follow you own instinct, if you think your child can do it he can.
There are in America and all over the world very good practise, from children how made it. Thanks to people who believe in them and make things possible. Like Dorine for here Tim, she did a hell of a job, it costs her very much time and energy, but she believes in her Tim. And he is great.’

So keep the Braille for all its possibilities, for the right to read and please do not let me know that it cost too much, or its just for the only child or person. Lets hear from you, knowing that it cost energy, but when you do things with love it gives you energy to see your child doing the thing he like so much and together you can do it because who is someone without the other. Please see our website. 

Angel

Warmest regards of the dutch organization from and for visualy impairaird people and their family 

